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WORLD WAR II HISTORY PLANNED 
The History Project Committee of the Mathematical Association 
of America is planning a history of mathematics in World War II. 
Mathematics and the disciplines of computer science and opera- 
tions research (which developed out of mathematics under the 
pressures of the war) played important roles in the war which 
have never been properly documented. After the war, the dis- 
semination of war-related techniques established twentieth cen- 
tury mathematical science, broadly understood, as the language 
of industry and business. Only a history of mathematics in 
World War II can explain the sources of motivation and energy 
for this unprecedented transformation in the life of the nation. 
The Committee's initial objective is to assemble information 
about sources, such as archives of biographies, reports, official 
histories, letters, and government documents relevant to the 
development of the mathematical sciences during and soon after 
World War II. Personal memoirs and oral histories of World War 
II paricipants will also be collected to fill the inevitable 
gaps in documentary history. Materials of historical value 
which are not already deposited in archives, as well as infor- 
mation on materials which are, will be desposited in the Archives 
of American Mathematics (see HM 5,340-341) in the Humanities 
Research Center at the University of Texas at Austin. 
Individuals with documents or personal accounts which they 
believe may be useful to the Committee are invited to write to: 
Professor J. Barkley Rosser 
Mathematics Research Center 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 
610 Walnut Street 
Madison, WI 53706. 
The long-term goal of the Committee is to write a history 
based on the archival materials that have been identified or 
collected: (a) covering the effects of mathematical science 
on the war effort in such areas as ballistics, fire control, 
cryptography, electronic computing machines, and the development 
of the atomic bomb; (b) documenting the effects of the war on 
mathematics. 
The work of the Committee is supported during the initial 
planning stages by a National Science Foundation grant. Four 
of the members of the Committee are mathematicians who partici- 
pated in the war, two are archivists, and one is a historian of 
science. 
